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Dec. 18, 1996
UM WELCOMES ITS LARGEST ENTERING FRESHMAN CLASS 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana—Missoula had the largest freshman class in its 103-year history 
start school during the 1996-97 academic year.
Of the 1,768 freshmen, 64 percent are Montana residents. The academic standing of 
entering freshmen is impressive, including 51 valedictorians with 4.0 GPAs. More than 600 
freshmen ranked in the top 20 percent of their high school graduating classes.
Frank Matule, director of UM’s Admissions and New Student Services office, attributes the 
increase in freshmen -- and their improved academic standing -  to refined recruiting efforts by 
UM. The addition of the Davidson Honors College and the new Gallagher Business Building also 
garnered student interest.
UM’s College of Technology also saw some new trends in enrollment. More than 40 
percent of COT freshmen are traditional students, under age 21. Colleges of Technology usually 
recruit only about 10 percent of students out of high school. Matule said the increase is partially 
the result of the Montana Board of Regents of Higher Education goal to bolster opportunities for 
students to get two-year educations.
The main campus also saw more traditional age students this semester. Matule said because 
the economy has been good jobs are available, so people looking for a life change are more likely 
to search the job market rather than seek an education. Also, the cost of education continues to
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rise, which makes it more difficult for older students, many whom support families, to go to 
school.
UM had fewer students transfer from both Montana and out-of-state schools. Matulc said 
the drop is part of a national phenomenon that reflects the efforts of universities and colleges to 
retain students.
An "Entering Class Profile" brochure is available from UM Admissions and New Student 
Services, (406) 243-6266.
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Contact: Frank Matule, director, Admissions and New Students Services, (406) 243-6266.
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